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Introduction

Everyone in Silico is a science fiction novel that takes place in Vancouver in 2036. Nicky is one of the main characters. She makes genetically engineered pets. Technology is very advanced. The Self corporation takes people to a perfect virtual reality, called Frisco, where they can choose their appearance and their fantasy lifestyle. Nicky wants to stay in Vancouver. She gets a job with a revolutionary group that does environmental activism. In this short excerpt from the book, she is talking to her mother in Frisco.

Reading passage

Everyone in Silico

( by Jim Munroe

Read about the author and the ( information at the end.


Her watch announced a call and she was worried for a second it was her new boss, calling early for some reason, but it was her mom. She took the call. “Hi, Mom!”


“Aren’t you chipper?” she said, her voice gratified and surprised.


“Yep. I got a job!”


“A job! In - Vancouver?”


“Yeah. Biological work I can do at home.” Nicky dragged over the chair and climbed the ladder to her lab.


“Biological work? What company?”


“It’s for this eccentric billionaire,” Nicky said, having already thought out how she would spin it. “He does public art projects.”


“Anyone doing biological work in this day and age must be eccentric!” said her mother, her voice still pleased. “have you met him?”


“No, not yet. We did the interview by email. I was recommended.”


“Email! How formal.”


“Yep,” she said, “He’s going to touch base with me tonight. They’ve set up…”

Nicky thought of something. ”Hey Mom, I can patch you in visually! My cubespace is set up for Frisco!” Almost immediately she regretted saying it – her privacy defences had momentarily dropped.


“Oh!” her mother exclaimed. “Well, just a second, I’m in a bath here.” There was the schloopy sound of someone emerging from water.


It was hearing her mom’s equal hesitation that made her relax a bit. She scanned the room for anything damning, didn’t see anything, scanned again. “Let me know when you’re decent, Mom.” She took off her jacket and satchel, setting them on the counter.


“Come in!” Mom sing-songed.


Nicky snorted at her corniness, getting her watch to talk to the computer. A few seconds later, her mom’s living room appeared in the small cube. It was a replica of the one in Vancouver that Nicky had grown up in, so she knew what each tiny framed picture and knick-knack was, without having to zoom in.


“Well!” Mom said, getting up out of her armchair. She looked up and around. “This looks like a real lab. And oh my God you’re huge!” 

Jim Munro is the author of Everyone in Silico, Flyboy Action Figure Comes with Gasmask, and Angry Young Spaceman. An Opening Act of Unspeakable Evil will be published in September, 2004.

This passage is copyright 2002, Everyone in Silico, published by No Media Kings, 10 Trellanock Ave.,Toronto, Ontario, Canada M1C 5B5 and Four Walls Eight Windows. There is an e-book version on Jim Munroe’s website. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License. 

At Jim Munroe’s website, you can read more of this book, and read more about him. You can buy it, and download free e-books. You can find out about his latest book and his book tours. 

Go to: www.nomediakings.org
Compound words

Cubespace is an invented word. The writer combined two nouns, cube and space, to make this new compound word. The shape defines the space. You can imagine that a cubespace is a workspace in the shape of a cube. It may also be the futuristic computer in the shape of a cube. It may be like a cubicle, which is a student’s enclosed desk.

Practice Exercise

There are many compound words that we usually use. Read the following list of nouns. Combine each word on the left with a suitable word on the right.

Start with: 2. cube  + h. space  Can you write a sentence using each compound word?

1. bird

a. ball












2. cube
b. board











3. foot

c. brush











4. lip

d. cage











5. patch
e. cup












6. skate
f.  fall












7. sun

g. shine











8. tea

h. space











9. tooth
i. Stick












10. water
j. work












Internet Practice

If you are not sure which words go together, you can look for them online in the British National Corpus vocabulary website.

Go to: http://sara.natcorp.ox.ac.uk
Click: Simple Search

Type: a first word and a second word without a space between them.

Sound Words – onomatopoeia

Schloopy is a sound word. To an English speaker, schloopy sounds like the noise of water. English has a couple of words for the sound of water (splash and gurgle), but the writer wanted a more specific word. He invented this word and defined it: “The schloopy sound of someone emerging from water.” 

What words for the sound of water do you know in other languages?

Practice Exercise

Animal Language

What words for the sounds of animals do you know in other languages and in English?

1. An English dog says:  






2. An English cat says: 






3. An English cow says:






4. An English duck says: 






5. An English bird says: 






The Setting

Everyone in Silico is set in an imaginary future. Like all good science fiction, it has both  familiar elements and strange elements.  

Practice Exercise

1. These words are used in the description of Nicky’s mother’s living room:

knick-knacks

tiny framed picture

armchair

Are any of these in your mother’s living room?

2. This living room is “a replica of the one in Vancouver that Nicky had grown up in.”

Do you know the meaning of replica?

You can find many synonyms for this word in a thesaurus. A thesaurus is a synonym dictionary. Roget’s Thesaurus is a useful book. You probably have a thesaurus in the Tools on your computer. You can also look at a thesaurus on the internet.

Internet Practice


Go to: www.m-w.com

On the Merriam-Webster Online Thesaurus, type: replica 

Click: go!

After you find some synonyms, you need to understand the differences between them.  Here are some synonyms for replica:


copy    imitation    facsimile    reproduction

a. In an art book, you see a famous painting. What is it?

b. You put a piece of paper in a machine, punch in the telephone number and send it. What is it? 

c. In a street market, you buy a famous brand of watch very cheaply. What is it?

d. A paper model of the CN Tower in Toronto is available. What is it?

e. The crab is not real; it’s made of other seafood. What is it?

3. In Nicky’s room, there is a lab. What does she do in the lab?

4. There is also a cubespace. With the cubespace, she says,

 “I can patch you in visually.”  What do we use to patch something in?

  What do you think a cubespace is?

Expression: set up 

“ They’ve set up…” “My cubespace is set up for Frisco.”

set up definitions:

1. make preparations to start something

2. place or build a structure

3. establish a new home or business

4. arrange a meeting or event

Practice Exercise

Read these sentences, and match the meaning of the word in the sentence with the correct definition.

a. She went to the kitchen, got out the coffee, and set up the filter machine. 

b. Please call my secretary and set up a meeting 

c. They have set up a free school. 

d.  A system of internal audits was set up by the company.

e. The early 90s saw the establishment of the tour business, set up by two recent graduates. 

f. Organizations have been set up to raise money for the flood victims. 

Internet Practice


Set up is a verb + preposition, a phrasal verb. You can look up all the prepositions and phrases with set in the Cambridge International Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs online.


Go to: www.dictionary.cambridge.org
Search another dictionary. Click: Phrasal Verbs

Type: set up

Click: Look it up

I
If you or your school has a subscription to the Oxford English Dictionary online website, you can look at the latest uses of this phrasal verb. Sentences are in a concordance, with set up in the middle of the page.

Go to : http://dictionary.oed.com
Type: set up

Click: Find word

Click: Simple search (at the bottom of the screen)

Search for: set up

Click: Start search

Click: New Edition

Click: Entry Date. There are more than 290 real uses of this phrasal verb. Set up appears in the definitions of other words. 

Go to: #260 – from 1974 – (internet) – “cool home pages have been set up by






         individuals.”

Go to: #278 – from 1994 – (cybercafé) “set up a real-life 24-hour cyber café”

Go to: #279 – from 1999 – (blogger) “set up diaries in a variety of professions”

Expression: spin

“It’s for this eccentric billionaire,” Nicky said, having already thought out how she would spin it.”

The writer uses spin as a verb in this sentence about Nicky’s answer to her mother’s question. Spin has many meanings. It can be a noun or a verb.

Practice Exercise

Read the following sentences. Decide which two sentences use spin with a meaning that is similar to Nicky’s.

​

        




1. Scientists can date the initial explosion of a pulsar from the orientation of the spin.

2. The politicians’ talk of the party actually increasing its support is the sort of positive

    spin on the election results that they want people to believe.

3. In the cartoon, the poor cat was inside the clothes drier, spinning around.

4. She took a quick spin around town in her new car.

5. Spin doctors were brought in to make the confession more acceptable to the public.

6. The thought of going so far away to study made my head spin.

The Characters

Practice Exercise

The Mother - Mom

1. How does Nicky’s mother feel about talking to her?

     Find three past participial adjectives describing her voice.

2. When Nicky’s mother is ready to have Nicky see her image on the telephone, she says the phrase you use when someone visits your house.

““Come in!” Mom sing-songed.” 

The writer invented the verb sing-song, and put it in the past. Think of other words to describe how she said this.

The Daughter – Nicky

1. “Nicky snorted at her corniness.”
Her mother used the traditional phrase to invite someone in to your home, but in this science fiction story, Nicky uses a watch, a computer, and a cubespace screen for the call to her mother. 

snort = to make a sound by breathing air through your nose, to express contempt, amusement, or impatience

corny = something sentimental or not at all new or different

Corniness is a noun, but it is not common.

Internet Practice

Corny is an interesting casual word. To understand it, you can see 50 sentences with this word from the British National Corpus vocabulary website. You will see sentences about a corny B-film and a corny love story. Find one sentence that you like.

Go to: http:sara.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/lookup.html

Click: Simple Search

Type in: corny

Click: Solve it

2. Does Nicky tell her mother everything? Study these expressions.

“how she would spin it”

spin = to present information in a way to make you seem good,


(especially in politics)

“her privacy defences momentarily dropped”

defence = protection

“She scanned the room for anything damning”

scan = to look carefully because you are looking for a particular thing

In this short excerpt from the story, we know Nicky may want to hide something, but we don’t know what. We don’t know what is “damning”.

Example: You smoke, and your parents don’t know. Before you leave the house, what would you scan your room for?

If they find a package of cigarettes in your room, how would you spin it?

If they accuse you of smoking, and you only smoked once, how would you feel?

These definitions were adapted from the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,

Sixth edition, Oxford University Press: 2000

Answers

Compound words

1. birdcage / The bird flew out of the birdcage.

2. cubespace  / Nicky can see her mother in the cubespace.

3. football  / In North America, football and soccer are different games.

4. lipstick  / Preteen girls are keen to start wearing lipstick.

5. patchwork / His mother made a patchwork quilt for the bed.

6. skateboard / Vancouver has a vibrant skateboard culture.

7. sunshine / The sunshine is welcome after days of rain.

8. teacup  / A furry teacup is a famous surrealist sculpture.

9. toothbrush / I forgot my toothbrush, so I couldn’t brush my teeth.

10. waterfall / Niagara Falls is the biggest waterfall in Canada.

Sound Words (onomatopoeia) – Animal Language 

1. bow wow (or)  ruff ruff  2. meow  3. moo  4. quack  5. chirp, tweet 

The Setting

1. probably
2. a. reproduction   b. facsimile (fax)   c. copy   d. replica   e. imitation

3. biological work
4. telephone or electronic equipment;   a futuristic computer

Expression: set up 

a. 1

b. 4

c. 3

d. 2

e. 3

f. 2

Expression: spin
2 and 5

The Characters

The Mother: 1.gratified, surprised, pleased   2. said musically, said in a high-pitched voice

The Daughter: 1. for example: It sounds corny, but I love these old pictures.

2. cigarettes or matches. They’re not my cigarettes; they’re my friend’s.  Defensive.
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